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Flamingo

StingFl

Hippo
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Pregame

I never really do well in Ocean races. I’m too 
distracted, miss the 0430 WXs, and generally 
make strategic blunders.

But gamely I got the router going after winning 
the Chinook race, a rarity, but I like the 
migration series a lot.

These pre-start routes seemed placid enough 
but I kept an eye on a Western route in this 
non-hurricane, El Nino-driven period.
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Poking along

Not much changed early on as a tight group 
nursed their way up the coast
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Step to the left

I’m pretty sure I asked Flamingo if they were 
thinking what I was and he “Shushed” me!

One QT tool I always use is to set a GC circle 
from the finish mark to my boat. That’s the 
diagonal line running through Flamingo and I.
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Here, hold my beer.

The easterners sped off in better wind while the 
lagging westerners made their bets. 

Unfortunately I don’t have a screen shot of the 
far western route that I began to follow.But note 
my DC’s up and over.

7th

9th

2nd

11th



Race Name and Date

Any second thoughts?

7th
6th

5th

3rd

10th

Freyja went on, protesting his lead, at the head 
of the easterners for many a day. 

Premature podiumization is a fatal disease as 
we all know.

8th
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Hippo and Pan bail

Jon wrote me that this was a desperation play.

It is super rare that a massive cross course 
move pays off.
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Somewhere…
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Five paths through the doldrums
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Flamingo breaks out first, but…
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Hippo squirts through like a watermelon seed and never looked back

Flamingo
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Crazy
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Crazy and bad
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Easterners win? (9/15/26  0900)

I had a target area for the turn home turn that 
stayed constand for days as the Western fleet 
headed to the northern doldrums.

Hippo closed in from the east, well ahead 
judging from the GC line.

Easterners Win
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Westerners win? (9/15/26 1500)

Westerners Win
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At the turn

1st

2nd

9th

7th

8th

6th
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10th
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Ridin’ the storm out

The tropical storm we westerners had banked 
on rolled in and after a northeast series of 
gybes we were all at 35kts for the penultimate 
leg of the race.
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One last nailbiter

I got sloppy, lost Bonk along the way and 
seemed in danger from MS and Dikke. 

But I managed better speed and stayed 30 
minutes ahead.
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Line ‘em up and knock ‘em down

Thank you SOL admins for making this all 
possible. My Frostbite season starts up in 
November and I need to get my dinghy ready 
so I won’t be around as much!.

Cheers to all my competitor colleagues 
especially the Eastern Fleet for whom we kept 
the beer cold for as they finished days later.


