
 

                                                                      

 

Report Panpyc :  Bluefin Tuna Mexico Gulf of North Sea 2026 (4628 nm) 

 

We will therefore track bluefin tuna on their migraƟon from their spawning grounds in the 
Gulf of Mexico to their feeding grounds in the North Sea, off the coast of Norway. This 4,300-
nauƟcal-mile race is part of our "Ocean Championship"; it serves as the final event of the 
OCQ2 2026 and the second stage of our "MigraƟon" series. We will be sailing aboard our 
Gunboat 90. 

 

On June 8, 2026, at 11:00 UTC, we set sail from the Gulf of Mexico, heading for the passage 
between Florida and the Bahamas. 

 

 

 

The boat—a Gunboat 90, a luxurious 27-meter catamaran—should perform well on 
downwind points of sail. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope to find favourable currents pushing us northward; we are taking the shortest route. 

 

We tack our way along; north of Cuba, on June 10, we set a course for Miami. We sail along 
the Florida Keys. 

 



 

 

First posiƟon check. 

 

It is Ɵme to seriously calculate the possible routes. 

 

On June 12, the esƟmated Ɵme remaining is over 12 days, meaning an arrival on the morning 
of June 24 at a point 300 nauƟcal miles from Bergen OS, Norway. 

 

 

 

 



Here, there are two opƟons: either stay offshore heading east, or move closer to the Baie des 
Trepassey off Newfoundland. 

 

We choose the laƩer opƟon; we are being pushed by a wind from 211° at 21 knots, achieving 
a speed of 21.7 knots. 

 

Beyond that, it is hard to go into detail, as the game is all about avoiding geƫng trapped in 
windless zones. 

 

We need to start considering the route opƟons: 

north of Scotland and south of the Shetland Islands, 

north of the Shetlands, 

or the Faroe Islands—via the north or the south (the laƩer being a faster route to catch 
northeasterly wind flows). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

June 19, 2026 

As of June 26, the fleet is spreading out to the north with *Scarabocchio* and *Ita 10 267*. 

CriƟcalHippo has cleared a windless zone and pulled ahead. 

The rest of the leaders are a bit further south. 

 

 



 

SituaƟon as of June 20 at 07:00 UTC 

The decision is to be made on June 20th. 

 

The northern route is the fastest; it passes well to the north of the Faroe Islands. 

 

The risk lies in the leg approaching the north of Scotland, where we will be approximately 
300 nauƟcal miles from Bergen. 

 

Furthermore, the winds in the North Sea, between the Shetland Islands and Bergen, do not 
appear favourable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

On June 21st, I made my decision: the main route now goes via the Faroe Islands. 

I will steer a course slightly more to the northeast. 

I am 1,135 nauƟcal miles from the finish, in 22nd place, while CriƟcalHippo is in 1st. 

Speed: 20 knots. 



 

June 23: While the bulk of the fleet is heading north, Panpyc and CriƟcalhippo are steering 
due east. 

 

June 22, 22:45 UTC 



 

 

It is clear that the distances between the boats are very small. 



 

June 23, 01:24: Panpyc takes the lead, with CriƟcalhippo in 2nd and Brentgray in 3rd; a gap of 
approximately 20 nm separates them from the northern group. 

 

But we, too, have to head due north to the Shetlands, and that’s where it’s all going to play 
out. 

 

 



Flamingo sends us a nice message: 

Flamingo 09:01:16 

I'm heading out for a ride—enjoy it, guys. Fingers crossed that BrentGray, Panpyc, and CH 
finish strong on the route I had planned but missed :-0 

 

 

 

A few reacƟons 

brellis 14:13:30 

CH and Panpyc pulled off some great maneuvers to the south. I’ve never taken the all-
northern route, but if I recall correctly, it’s oŌen the one the top sailors choose. 

wsguerin 12:24:40 

Go for it, @hippo—what a masterstroke (and @Panpy too)! 



SCARABOCCHIO 10:53:51 

Welcome everyone to the tacking fesƟval! 

 

 



 

 

a few exchanges 

wsguerin   

 14:42:37 

@ita, yes a bullet pack aŌer 5800nm! I, for a Ɵme, was in the bullet but the NY Knicks and 
a preƩy good N2B race distracted me! 

ita10267   

 13:07:52 

it's amazing how close will be the finish with so many route opƟons exploited by the 
different SOLers 

CriƟcalHippo    

 12:45:08 

The northern group is going to be coming in hot. Let's hope we have enough of an 
advantage. 

 

 



 

June 24, 19:00 UTC 

 

 

 



 

 

June 24, 11:13 PM The gap is narrowing. 

Indeed, it's Ɵme to rest. Thanks, Aner. 

 

aner59    
 00:00:47 
good night/day to you all 
 
aner59    
 06/24 23:48:12 
kudos Panpyc and Critical, very well done 
 

 

It’s all good—I was scared of the hippo too. 



 

AŌer 6,000 nauƟcal miles 

 

 



 

I’m happy with this victory; I made the right move at the right Ɵme. Kudos to Jonathan 
(CriƟcalHippo) who had the same idea and forced me to stay very alert in the closing 
stages, as the riders from the North were coming back strong. 

Have a great summer, everyone. 

 

Panpyc/June 2026 



 

 

 


