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251227 Which Way?

I have never won an ocean race but 
thought that in 2026, I’d try to race in 
all of them and see if I could improve.

Ealy routing didn't suggest the 
boundary bashing that the eventual 
leaders undertook.
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2/7/26 in 7th heading north

But so it was after the start and a barrier 
at 54N was needed.
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2/8/26 0246 UTC
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Not many of the top ten were on the 
screen nearby. WSG was in 12th and 
ended 18th.
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2/9/26 1530 UTC in 5th

WSG crawled north.
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2/9/26 1945 UTC WSG in 1st

1st is always a dangerous position 
since few win from an early lead… too 
many way to fail.
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2/9/26 Not buying QT’s gybe As one can see, I had a pretty good 
lead judging by the great circle line, 
running well ahead of Scara etc.

But after following QT submissively so 
far, I went rogue and ignored the 
better wind predicted a day ahead for 
the southern group in favor of straight 
ahead with no perf loss. 

Many who took the gybe with little 
VMC to show for it ended up better off 
at the line.



260206 OR 2

2/10/26 1350 UTC no gybe, big mistake
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2/14/26 1336 UTC 

I continued north but the fleet to the 
south pulled ahead.
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2/15/26 0130 UTC I finish 1 minute ahead of Scara?!

I had a last glimmer of hope given a 
better angle in the final 50nm.
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2/15/26 1230 UTC ‘twas not to be…

Congrats to the podium and top 10. 
Also of course to SOL and the admins 
who keep us up late and “in dutch” 
with our partners.


