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WS'’s strategy was —t b 7
simple enough. Note the :
less-than-a-month Y - ‘ R .
course in red overlaid on :
the historic wind chart.

But best laid plans were
put in doubt when
someone (Bonk?) posted
a link about the monsoon
this year:

What would have been
semi-favorable October ‘
winds, were predicted to : St N N S N,
switch early into a '
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The struggle

N s, 0 A
r Balloon 2025 - Carnarvon to Dondra, racing with 74 boats. Boat wsguerin ranked #5 with 990.0nm fo go. \\ _9'&45&5' 107.39016
WS headed north then west as \ ‘ ) 1310nm @91.77° GC-
. : 9% 16.42kn @150.95°
planned, but it was tough Q ¢ —
going. ; =\ i

The ITCZ played havoc and
QT was near useless for the
balloon except it does allow

one to see ahead with the
16-day GRIB.

The race started October 15th,
and by October 23rd the fleet
was casting their lots to the
north (SMO et al), South
(Freyja et al), and West (WS,
Dikke, maybe Bonk)
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The boundary heave to

Along the edge, WS hove to or
crawled north when he could
as headwinds would not allow
an approach to Dondra.

There were several others
nearby and for days we
flopped around out there.

The winner Jay8s was nearby

until WS tried that zig-zag
track to the northwest.
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At last!

Around 11/20, The wind swung
around as predicted and the

Western group sped along with
good VMC.

WS floated for a couple days
at TWA +-180 in 20+ kts and
made up ground fast.

WS resolved to just point the
boat at the finish on COG and
let the directional variations
average out.
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- Chatroom:| English v -

131.3nm @47.97° GC

¥ 0 - - = - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ N - 4.65kn @140.09° | wsguerin E= g% 01:12:03
11h to the line for me at twa 180....RIGHTO
On 11/24 this perfect ending « ¢ e .« « <« «_  <fonamOfshor 0~ x N 9~ o8 oxoxN A————
] ] ] Cross line to Finish At previous updates predictor went from Ind
appeared, possibly the winning to Myanmar. Now it went to SSE Sumatra
. i [ > - - - - t LOL
combination. N ¥ % K W e
smo 'f= g% 11/24 15:30:15
‘ ¥ 3 Z . . X X X X Would be great fun to pass them with Balloo
WS’s skepticism is evident in o ‘:‘f;:“ pEpper
. Smo 1 11/24 15:28:12
the top of the chat window. i < x x X X N N N A\ N | see there would be race starting not far fror
my Balloon hmm
) \ \ . . o x X X \ \ WETWING = 11/24 13:45:00
Still about 11 years, 8 months, 4 days, 6 hou
Il ab: y ths, 4 days, 6 h
and 24 seconds to go. It's much quicker to
4 ? t t 1 A A L 5 X ’l take a Uber to Mars.
smo F=ga% 11/24 13:15:19
P " . . " Will get little twirl here but not the size of
\ \ \ \ \ Bengal Sea and not in the middle of it but
more like Myanmar coast.. so is the WX
? t t A A A A predictability here :)
smo F= g% 11/24 12:35:21
. : A Maybe fun but nothing like over 50kn winds
i 1 1 \ projected here in earlier WX's .. this maybe
still faaster route than what | was at close to
p 2 P t 1 { { rhum line :)
wsguerin EE g% 11/24 12:15:47
’ ’ ? 1 1 i TWS
~

251128 Carnavon to Dondra by Balloon - wsguerin reporting




Butterfly effect -

Tracks of the top ten finishers show
that the basic plan to head West,
scramble North, and be carried East
to the line held up.

As of this writing (1100 EST on
11/28) only 10 boats have finished.
WS logged 7222 miles in 41 days 22
hours.

Rank Boat Name Boat Type DTG DBL Finish Time (UTC)

L iave soL o o 2025-11-25
L Balloon 11:56:57
soL 2025-11-25 ~ i
- ~
. — Balloon 0 0 13:23:17 S
soL 2025-11-26 /] e -
4 EMDIKKEHENR  ouyoen b0 04:27:47 v ——
soL 2025-11-26 R
- i o T
4 s Balloon 0 ¢ 08:07:31 TP
soL 2025-11-26
- i
. Ll Balloon 0 0 09:28:49
6 Ba Olev SOL 0 0 2025-11-27 . . ) . ) i
> Balloon 02:02:45 Congratulations to the podium, It’s Dikke’s second time (Transat 2022 Gold) and thanks to the SOL
7 Halibut68 i 0o o 203?;;2 admins and to the great fleet of SOLers for these fun, mostly SOMP races!
alloon o 16 2
SOL 2025-11-27
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8 a= bonknhoot Balloon 0 0 15:52:10
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