
Africa by Sea - Tangier to Abidjan 
 

Summary by  Panpyc/Guy 

This is the first time my boat, Panpyc, has made it onto a podium! 

Panpyc was the name of my boat, a Gib Sea 37, purchased in 1986. 

A ketch-rigged sailboat with a furling genoa and forestaysail, a 3-reefed mainsail, and a mizzen 

sail. At the time, we sailed by dead reckoning, with little or no GPS. Weather forecasts were 

broadcast on marine radios and posted at the harbor master's office. 

It was a different era. 

   

      



But today Panpyc has miraculously transformed into a beautiful Swan 90, something to 

dream about! 

 

 

SOLer's friends, let's embark on this new voyage... 

Tangier  Morocco to Abidjan  Ivory Coast.  

Our second leg of our tour of Africa. March 26, 2025! 

  



How to exit the Strait of Gibraltar?  Take to the open sea, but how far? 

 

 

There was an alternative, a more westerly route to the south of Madeira and leaving the Canaries 

to port, but few tried. 

 

 

The first target: to pass between the Canary Islands, 

Fuerteventura, and the Moroccan coast. 

The goal: to reach Dakar in about eight days.  

 

  

  

 

 



We arrive in the Canary Islands off the coast of Puerto del Rosario 

 

 

The ranking is starting to take shape 

The finish in Abidjan is already scheduled for April 4, a six-day journey.. 

 

 

On March 29, the fighting began and the leaders for the next arrival were already in place. 

We continue our route due south with northerly winds of 21 knots. 

 



 

On March 31st we pass Dakar,  

watch out for the buoy to leave to port!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 1st is always very close between competitors 

 

 

April 2, 626 nm from Abidjan 

 



 

For a change, a trip to the islands in Guinea Bissau 

 

 



 

The last part! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Nothing is done ! 

 

 

 

 

the finish of the race …. 



 

 



 

 

 

And here is the podium! 



  

 

 By a handful of seconds, I held onto third place ahead of bonknhoot; I was lucky... 

 

April 7, 2025 Panpyc/Guy 

 

PS I know my English is poor (but many picture tell thousand words, ed.),  

thank you for your indulgence. 


