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Siberian Sleigh Ride

WS came close in the Auckland to SF 
race placing 4th, but I seemed to find 
the right gear from the very start of 
this tricky race.

K2T was characterized by hair-raising 
WX changes and half-way through, a 
big decision to go north to the 
boundary or trudge on south.

WS and the eventual podium stayed 
low but we sweated out several days 
of serious doubts.

The gun went off July 18 at 19:00.
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Opening Leg and Spoiler Alert

Getting to Wrangell Island in one 
piece was the first task and in the 
days leading up to the start there was 
a lot of routing variability.
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July 19

Amazingly, just a day into the race the top 5 are in the top 6. Yours truly led nearly 
wire to wire (OK I dropped down to 3rd on occasion.) Flamingo came in 8th and 
QMaxx led for a long time before falling back to 11th. More on that later.

July 19
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July 21 in the lead with rational routing ahead while other events intruded!

BIDEN DROPS OUT OF 2024 KAMCHATKA RACE
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July 22: Rational WTF???

For a few days, northern routes 
started showing up and I set up 
complex barriers to try to understand 
the best approach without using 
Paths which are too determinative.



Kamchatsky to Tromsoe 240807

July 25, Ant and Q overtake me…

Long slog through icy water
“Stop your gaming” says my daughter!
“Simulation ‘tis, let’s reduce the strife”
“C’mon Dad, get a life”
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August 1, a decisive leg for WS and Ant

Q and Happy took a northern approach 
while Ant and I went south, I’d regained 
the lead but worrisome developments 
were afoot…

Happy Hour

QMaxx
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August 3, the horde from the north…yikes

As you can see, Go4it did just that, and 
others followed. My Great Circle from 
Tromsoe shows they were threatening. 
Counter-routing looked very good for 
them as they bombed south. 
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August 4, stress relief…

But a blue blocker appeared in front of 
Go4it’s gang, while the fleet to the south 
continued in good winds. Now, 
counter-routing looked positive for the 
southerners as the northern group had to 
turn and fell in line behind.

Go4it

WSG
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August 5, the Hounds of the SOLervilles

Still, when the fleets collided it was quite 
a pack of boats in close quarters all giving 
chase to WS and Ant.

20 nm
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August 7, Ahoy Norway!

I had a good local time to 
thread the rocks to the 
line. 

Recall there was a point 
in the race where the 
standings algorithm went 
awry and the IT team had 
to manually fix the 
rounding status at 
Wrangel Island for 5 or 6 
of us. 
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Congrats to all, and thank you SOL admins!
Kamchatka to Tromsoe
A long race, we know so,
How did the fleet, 
end up a gogo?

Scott, he stayed low low,
The northers went oh so,
And if wind had been blow blow,
They would have been clo clo.

But winds, smarts, and luck,
Still played their roll-oh.
The fat lady sang:
Scott gets the gold-oh

With Ant and Happy 
Just slightly,
A no go.
Cheers to all,
No one had FOMO! 


