Balloat, Boatloon, Boatoon... sheesh, whatever!

20th Century Reanalysis V2c¢
1000mb Vector Wind (m/s) Composite Mean

NOAA Physical Sciences Laboratory

Nothing in the historic average winds

suggested the path to the podium

-,

(shaded in light orange.)

By the race midpoint the top 11
finishers were heading north then,
near the Hebrides, having had a few

cocktails while they waited, they rode

a southerly blast to the line. By
getting as far east as possible, even
by 10nm, meant you rode a 20kt
breeze south at TWA 175° or better
versus those further west at TWA
165° or worse. A 3X boatoon speed 40W T 30W 28W ow
difference. Aug: 2009 to 2019
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Caution

In the lead up to the start, WS was torn between what seemed like
a prudent southerly course to catch historical winds, or as some
routings indicated, to head north.

WS started along the rhumb line and even hove to for a bit along

with Kipper and Pitt.
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1934 08/01/2022 20:00 08/14/2022 12:34 124 16k 4 m
1g33 08/01/2022 20:00 08/10/2022 13:51 8d17h51m
1932 08/01/2022 15:00 08/10/2022 07:41 8d 12h41m

1926 08/01/2022 13:00 08/08/2022 1 1h5om X
Routing30 08/01/2022 20:00 08/08/2022 16:59 6d20h59m 1,11427NM 1,
Routing25 08/01/2022 23:00 08/08/2022 16:55 6d17hS5m 1,077.29MM 1,
Rosting31 08/01/2022 21:00 08/08/2022 13:03 6d16h3m  674.99 NM




Luck

Some six days later, August 8 01:20
UTC, and having wandered the
rhumb line up and down, this curious

predictor line pattern appeared.

While Kipper and Pitt were hove to,
WS committed to head north. (Not

sure if labels are correct)

Note that batatbh is in third place
where he actually ended up finishing
(amazing really) and Sailj29 came

from 25th to take 4th place.
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1o &, racing with 107 boats. Boat w.i.gueﬁq ranked #66 with 897.3nm to go. = \JIV)\ ~48.41300'N 14/4/4/1/3/14/;\;
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QT was mostly useless this race, and ~ s o oA,
11

it took WS a while to figure out that
the extended predictor could be used

to zero-in on the finish — if the wind

generally held.

From here on, WS (in 66th place),
tweaked his TWA course, often by just
.0017° to keep as close to crossing as

possible, even if backwards.
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Stupid

With some northerners turned south
and closing, WS (in 10th place) lost
his nerve and decided to head to the

line on August 12th.
But would another day struggling
east at .07kts BS east have helped?

Who knows.

| hoped for a top ten.
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; Buggers! | don't remember his name. But he
' | {too) was a genius, made a really fun PR
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Musigny ©ma® 18:13:13

Hi brellis! Yes, really a fun race, but also v
hard. Kroppyer was counting our points, a
hard task itself. | don't remember all the rules,
but maybe some oldboy or -girl do?

brellis E= 3% 18:10:52

My strategery has been reduced to setting
TWA a few degrees East of Finish Line in the
hopes | can go fast at the very end

brellis == 5% 18:07:48

Buoys that move = great for crazy-fun SOL!
Musigny B3 8% 15:52:33

The curse of getting old-ish...

version, with bouys that moved, you had to
hit them to get points. Kroppyer! Great guy!
Musigny G 8= 14:48:23

That would have made a lot of things easier...
But ij & co have made a great job for SOL! As
did earlier guys, Agage & a dutch guy spring
to mind, & others.

Tjaldur E2 85 14:07:45

@Musi: Thanks, | guessed so, but there might
have been a "land awareness” code section
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Finale

The tracks of the top 11 with WS
furthest West.

Congratulations to all who had the
luck, patience, intelligence, and
fortitude to finish and to
76Trombones who invented the race

and polar.

A biennial balloon race should be a

given in the SOL schedule!
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Coda

A SOL-er named Ollie sailed forth,
But he drifted too far to the North.
Round Iceland he floated,

His course duly noted,

Was far from the Mercator Orth.

Profiles 39% @)

c
@ & sattisa =

W 220817 Balloon X

Tab Window Help

& sol.kroppyer.nl, X 3 Recent - Googl' X ! Sailonline.org X ! Inbox (31) -w X ® New Tab X

(]

ailin: cience ontact diary irds ines Addition Bu... potify - Web Pla... eeting Planner &
E5 saiing B35 Sci £ c di + Birds F Pines Addition B 3 Spotify - Web P Meeting Pl 2 wwc

Sat Aug 20 7:54 AM Scott Guerin

+

& 0O

ES Other Bookmarks

Q

S

—ahe # O " | M
1 f Search |
N

t \ %A Name DTF  DBL |
81 OscarBotecol 33342 33342 24
82 == 3% splitpen 359.37 359.37 21t
i deubldodo 37533 37533 2%
ALS3_SSha 443461 443461 24:
Kerran 465.58  465.61 23
1 kafredlund 502.78 50278 21!
N jeff7285 537.35 537.35 19
88 BE 3= Spookie345 538.15 538.15 21¢
89 [*l  Oliver 546.61 546.67 36!
90 KaanC 55327 553.31 24
91 [ 2= mmartin 578.90 578.97 20
92 Jocru 58179 581.80 20¢
1 93 B0 Zeda 76456 764.56 14°
N 94 B2 PietHuman 1004.94 100512 &t
95 [ SuD 1079.48 1079.48 10(
9% blackeat 1090.65 1090.75  5¢
97 & Taffarazzi 1106.96 1107.02 St
98 Kipper1258 1400.59 1400.59 2¢

99 Ergo27 1629.18 1629.18

l 3 J 100 rafa 1629.18 1629.18

n 101 & alexsailing 1629.18 1629.18

v & 102 robert1 1629.18 1629.18

N 103 Extractor 1629.18 1629.18

i 104 WINSTON_4 1629.18 1629.18

<. sol*loliver Y 108 bmd 1629.18 1629.18

%}(ﬂ 106 knightfoo 1629.18 1629.18

2 TWS e
107 [0 3% nordee 1629.18 1629.18

N AW

, | : : | : | | — : [@

i f

v (Issued Aug 20 10:24utc): Aug 20 11:54utc (+0.00h) P Use 30 min v steps. [4 44 P> »| e
SOURSED). o DALy DAL WS nla o MOIB] ., MO, FERECH. ) DATEIVICL , MELTC)L & DC markers’

Create new list by: G120} GRS D




