Palermo — Monte Carlo 2021 — Report by Zorba777

Medium duration races in unpredictable winds are the kind of SOL races that seem to suit me
best. A Palermo to Monte Carlo race ticks off all the boxes, so was high on my agenda for Q3.

How the weather gods smiled on me to win this race can be seen in the screenshots further
on, but first | want to show some funny numbers for the curiosity department.

When | took a boat name as | joined SOL a year ago, | thought that a bit of extra luck would
never hurt, so | added three lucky 7s to get Zorba777.

It just so happened that this race was my 7™ win in 77 finished races according to the stats
page. Maybe it also helped that we were sailing through 7" July (07-07).

Results summary for Zorba777

Wins 7
first 1stin 2020-10-11
latest 1stin 2021-07-08

Podiums 14
first 2nd in 2020-07-14
latest 1st in 2021-07-08

Top tens 25
first 2nd in 2020-07-14
latest 1stin 2021-07-08

First race 92nd in 2020-06-14

Total of 132347.8 miles raced in 83 races with 77 finishes.

And if you want more sevens, my first podium seems to have been on a 07-14 (or: 7+7th of 7™
month July). Moral of the story: always choose your numbers wisely LOL. And before you ask:
no, | can’t give any advice for lotteries ;-)



The race as it happened:

1 — The start was in very light winds and the first job at hand was to stay away from blue goo.
So | sailed as close as possible to the shore of Sicily, while heading West, where the winds
were a bit stronger:
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Palermo - Monte Carlo 2021, racing with 123 boats. Boat Zorba777 ranked #27 with 428.3nm to go.
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2 — As we left Sicily behind | went a little bit further West than the router indicated. Just taking
a small chance that could pay off if the high pressure zone moved a bit slower than predicted:
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{ Palermo - Monte Carlo 2021, racing with 128 boats. Boat Zorba777 ranked #56 with 389.6nm to go.
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- 1 B LUNATIC 379.02
- 379.38
- 38064
- 4 B= LittleSurprise 381.00
- 5 [+ Sunrunner 38139
NS — 6 0 Yssion 38164
B, 5= X . 7 B8 laBarca 381.95
T o 8 Ibis 38350
- 9 IZ 3= spicegarden 38351
10 B8 Echium 38370

11 L0 3= ARMOROCH 38422
12 §@  HolidayTours 38425

hal 13 25 Likendeeler 38426
SlideRule 38444

15 E5 3= brellis 385.01

16 BB Kyka 385.19

~ 17 L0 3= nordee 385.64

12 @ ococss 38565

19 i= §= HastySlug 385.93

- 20 KaanG 385.95
~ 21 [ 8= Musigny 38609
- 22 85 rumskib 386.34

~ B= FreyjaUSA 386.47
\ 386.52

25 I B= Glufforg 386.54

26 IZ 3= elbetico 386.67

>, 27 L0 3= anerse 386.68
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3 — That plan panned out nicely and soon allowed me to sail in a bit more pressure as the
boats turned North towards the first waypoints:
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#a Name DTF  DBL
B 1 @5 32 wsguerin 34224 0.00
2 [ 2= rumskib 34237 013
Center | ™ - 3 BE 3= Palrick70119 24266 043
Boat 4 Bl 3% Tafferazzi 34279 054
5 [0 3% nordee 34230 058
6 L0 3= Mediterranean 34282 059
7 1= 3% HastySlug 34286 062
- - 2 L1 3= anerso 34283 082
9 @ 3= FreyjaUSA 34287 064
10 [0 3= ARMOROCH 34286 085
11 B 3% Kipper1258 34280 066
- - 12 T2 B elbetico 34297 074
13 [ 3= Vida_Maldita  343.04 0.8
14 B3 8= Glufforg 34309 086
15 [ §= batatabh 34310 087
16 IZ 3= GREATSKUA 34312 089
- - 17 BE 3= BRENTGRAY 34315  0.91
13 mm 3= WRmirekd 34324 101
19 10 3= raia 34320 106
20 D0 3= sax747 34330 107
- - 21 [l 3= satori 34331 108
22 = 3% Zorba777? 34332 110
23 = 3% armenistis 34335 114
24 L1 3= MikiCe 34343 121
25 Ei8 35 GosaiT 34352 131
- [ A enpihpmm s v e—pp— o e e - ffenr 1 e ffesn. - 26 (™ 2= HappyHour 343.56 1.34
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4 — On the next WX update | negated the fastest routing (green) and opted to stay on the
Western side with a bit more pressure (red):

= v v f 4§ 1 4

“

N S
N

~
~

~
SRR RV N R
PR AR

~

3
\
\
)
)
)
)
bt

B I S N

2

-~
A 4SS S S S

WAV AR AN
S S S




5 — Kept a good position going towards the first waypoint at Olbia. But who would get to that
turn first?
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| / a4 Name DTF DBL LOG
1 [+l 3= satori 21860 000 235971 «

2 =l 3= BRENTGRAY  218.96  0.35 23586

3 219.02 042 23394

4 219.15 055 23384

5 i 21938 078 237.02

8§ 21952 093 23617

7 21985 106 23441

g 21970 1.09 23696

9 GREATSKUA  219.89  1.10 23596

MikiCe 21972 111 23553

Sax747 21975 116 236.12

batatabh 21986 127 23660

elbetico 21990 131 23466

FreyjaUsA 219.98 138 234386

Vida_Maldita 22003 143 23453

Mediterranean ~ 220.21 162 23504

rumskip 22050  1.85 23372

AL53_SSlia 22046 185 23383

aners9 22053 194 23252

wsguerin 22071 212 23417

HappyHour 22087 229 23605

GodiT 22111 251 23196

BadgerOne 22145 285 23423

sassy63 22147 288 23553

Garagiste 22195 336 23176

» L ! ! ! nordee 22216 358 23119
| S Satori hranductrana 2922 M1 280 2an28 T
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6 — GREATSKUA was first at the buoy, closely followed by Mediterranean and Zorba777. Only
0.2NM separated the first ten boats, with nearly 200NM to go:
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Palermo - Monte Carlo 2021, racing with 133 boats. Boat Zorba777 ranked #3 with 195.3nm to go.
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#4 Name DTF DBL LOG
1 IZ 3= GREATSKUA 19531  0.00 26250
2 D035 Mediterranean 19533 0.02 26188
- " . - - 3 {= = Zorba777 19534 002 26374
4 I §= elbetico 19537 005 26138
5 [ 3= vida_Malditla 19537  0.06 26130
6 19539 0.06 26267
7 19542 0.0 26069
- - - - b - 2w B2 WRmirekd 10544 014 26335
bia Ofishore 9 B §= Patrick70119 19545  0.16 26086
unded 10 B0 3= rafa 19551 021 26248
11 5 3= FreyjaUSA 19570 048 26148
12 = batalabh 195.86 0.5 26344
13 [0 3= aners9 19580 054 25872
14 B B= wsquerin 195.85 0.58 260.23
15 B= HappyHour 198597 072 28259
16 [*1 3= satori 19601 079 26174
17 i 3= HaslySlug 196.02 079 259.80
18 [0 3= nordee 19624 098 25893
19 1 g= armenistis 19628 093 26229
20 L1 3= mikice 19631 106 26167
21 EiF §= Goail 19638 115 25872
ﬁ 22 EiF §= Taffarazzi 19637 115 259.87
4\ 23 [BH 3= Kipper1258 19652 126 26423
| 24 &5 gz BadgerOne 19664 139 26114
25 B5 Bx Garagiste 197.08 187 25879
-~ [ famt { { 1 =t 26 00 3= AL53_SSIa 197.34 209 25937
M16[*15= satori 57 EE e cacauRd 10747 217 dR1a1
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7 — The second waypoint (Porto Servo) was to follow shortly after the first. The two boats
before me seemed to route towards that waypoint, which gave me the chance to sail towards
stronger winds first and worry about that waypoint later. This screen was just before a WX
update, but | had committed already to pass upcoming Corsica on the West side. Committing
early can sometimes give a small advantage, and that turned out to be the case here:
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/Palerrno Monte Carlo 2021, racing with 133 boats. Boat ZorbaTT? ranked #5 with 186.9nm to go.

Porto Cervo Offshore
Leave to Starbqard

-

SPEED

- I
1 135 wmediterrane . Weather forecasted for 24 h v (Issued Jul 07 04 26utc) Jul 07 10:2utc (+0.00h)

0.9nm

TWAL]

TWD ]

WS

VMG [kn]

Next DC: cog=324.8 in 4m 9s

v sleps. [4 44 b B|

Create new list by:

® QO Misc
~ Main Fleet
Search |
7 A Name DTF DBL LOG
i 6 W §& Mediterranean 18546 0.00 27263 |
GREATSKUA 186.79 031 27315
elbetico 186.86 038 27197
Vida_Maldita 186.97 049 27238
Zorbai77 126.99 052 27459
Sax747 187.12 065 27372
Patrick70119 187.15 067 27206
WRmirekd 187.27 079 27456
rafa 187.36 0.89 27366
aner59 187.47 099 26952
FreyjaUsSA 187.49 1.01 27272
wsguerin 187.711 123 271129
HappyHour 18777 131 27326
Satori 187.78 131 27273
Kipper1258 187.95 145 27474
HastySlug 188.01 153 27041
batatabh 188.09 156 27481
Taffarazzi 188.08 1.57 27066
MikiCe 128.08 159 27241
rumskib 128.30 182 27154
nordee 188.31 184 26973
GodiT 188.54 2.05 269.86
armenistis 188.73 226 27322
Garagiste 128.76 229 26968
BadgerOne 188.98 250 27192
AL53_SSlta 189.23 275 27043
27 B B2 hrandustrana 12000 3AN IRTA?

8 — Waypoint rounded and completely on the West side of the fleet. Aiming for the “eye” of the

upcoming no-wind zone, while taking every chance to scrape the hull on Sardinian rock:
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Palermo - Monte Carlo 2021, racing with 133 boats. Boat Zorba777 ranked #3 with 179.9nm to go.
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#a Name DTF DBL LOG
1 = B8 GREATSKUA 179.92 0.00 27995
2 = 3= vida_Maldita 179.94 0.02 27934
k| Zorba777 180.00 0.08 28181
4 Patrick70119 180.01 009 27911
5 elbetico 180.04 012 27872
6 Sax747 18016 021 28082
7 WRmirekd 180.15 023 28180
8 rafa 180.33 0.41 28081
9 Mediterranean 18037 044 27930
10 FreyjaUSA 18041 049 27971
" aner59 180.50 058 27640
12 wsguerin 18075 081 27815
B= Satori 180.85 0.91 27957
52 batalabh 180.91 0.99 28168
HappyHour 18095 102 27999
rumskio 181.08 116 27865
HastySlug 18111 119 2771
nordee 18127 134 27687
Taffarazzi 18133 141 27731
MikiCe 18141 149 279.00
armenistis 181.63 170 28020
GodiT 18167 174 27682
Kipper1258 182.05 212 28108
ALB3_SSlia 182.12 220 27742
Garagiste 18223 231 276.13
BadgerOne 183.07 313 277588
hrandustrana iRzia 3R 274




9 — Gybe for Bonifacio Strait. The distances between boats stayed very small and were set to

become smaller as we sailed towards <1 kts winds:
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LY Name DTF DBL LOG
1 wem g% WRmirekd 166.24 0.00 296.47
2 rafa 166.24 0.10 29544
3 Zorba777 166.46 021 296.09
= = GREATSKUA 166.47 022 20442
5 Vida_Maldita 166.58 033 20381
6 Sax747 166.67 042 29499
7 Patrick70119 166.70 045 29334
8 FreyjaUSA 166.78 0.54 28431
elbetico 166.82 057 29323
anerb9 166.98 072 29126
HastySlug 167.00 075 29179
Satori 167.00 075 29464
Mediterranean 167.04 079 289356
batatabh 167.04 079 20639
rumskib 167.05 0.80 294.08
HappyHour 167.11 0.87 29446
\ MikiCe 16715 091 29372
"‘-\ Taffarazzi 167.17 093 20254
"-,‘ wsguerin 16729 103 29266
.“. nordee 16748 121 20129
‘. \ Garagiste 167.50 126 29133
"‘-\ AL53_SSita 167.57 132 29250
\ GodiT 167.64 139 291.06
\ | \ Kipper1258 167.65 141 20593
\ / "‘\I armenistis 168.12 187 29446
®-1 (R | I (B | I (B | ! I« I LN brandystrega 166.10 191 28955
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10 — Zorba777 came through Bonifacio with a minimal advantage. GREATSKUA and
Vida_Maldita held strong positions too. The WX showed the race would end in >20kts winds
coming in from the West. The first idea was naturally to get into those fast winds first and win
the race. But | figured everyone would do that. | decided to invest a bit more in turning North

first, those faster winds would come anyway. Last tack:
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B \ 1 &5 gz SlideRule 11368 000 40062
2 fastpassage39 11719 342 38398
~ ~ N » b \ v 3 brandystrega  118.10 444 35491
Boat 4 LU 3= ARMORDCH 11880 517 354.82
5 EE = Glufiorg 119.14 549 35547
6 trewS5 11940 559 39042
. N N N \ \ \ 7 i p& Zorba7 77 11996 633 37049
\ 8 Guadalete 12005 637 35751
9 B 3= Kipper125s 12017 643 365.38
N\ 10 Mediterranean 12024 6.61 366.36
— = 1 rafa 12026 664 37071
. ~— ~ Y gy “ ENY \ 12 Sax747 12032 669 369.38
p \ 13 WRmirekd 12033 671 37127
1 14 = Pafrick70119 12038 675 367.09
B= Vida_ Maldita 12055  6.93 368.12
HappyHour 12082 705 36633
b b h ol b > b W elbstico 12071 709 36734
i3 3% Taffarazzi 12084 7.1 365.73
=~ 19 12 BE GREATSKUA 12076  7.14 369.35
. AN 20 = 3= batatabh 12082 720 371.09
- GGBS 12106 725 374.30
™ > » N o Y h h rumskib 12109 746 369.91
=) HastySlug 12126 750 366.12
T . N\ = FreyjaUsA 12118 755 368.97
0 . o Garagiste 12133 762 36585
. .- - ————a—— —— > p—— — D S ) \ 11 3= satori 12141 779 36953
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11 — It put me on the side with less pressure, but also the side with better angle. So a 0.3 NM
advantage was enough and | just sailed optimal route towards the finish line. The brave boats
that had taken the East side of Corsica didn’t get the weather change they needed and saw
their chances evaporate.
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o / A Name DTF  DBL LOG
1 = B8 Zorwar v 10195 000 38873
» 2 =5 3= slideRule 10208 010 41279
; 3 L0 g5 rafa 10221 029 338.96
4w BE WRmirekd 10226 033 38953
5 L1 3= Sax747 10226 034 38765

6 [ 5= vida_Maldita 10227 038 38662
7 B= 3= Patrick70119 102.42 050 38528

8 IZ 3= elbetico 102.48 055 38580
9 IZ B GREATSKUA 10252 060 38774
10 B B batatabh 102.65 073 38352

n 3= FreyjaUsA 102.96 103 38745

12 i HasiySlug 10323 130 38437

13 Satori 10328 135 38787

14 B8 3 Garagiste 10340 145 38415

15 I g= Mediterranean 103.43 150 38479

16 D0 3= AL53_SSita 10348 155 38545

17 I 0 3= aner59 103.89 195 385.20

18 ™ 2= HappyHour 10425 233 385.20

19 LI 3= ARMOROCH 10431 238 37146

20 ™ B rumskib 10434 241 38812

21 L1 3= nordee 10438 243 38358

22 & iz wsguerin 10446 253 38565

23 L1 3= brandystrega 10462 268 37065

| 24 Taffarazzi 10473 281 38333
\ | 25 Glufforg 10476 283 37258
® (R (N [ =] 26 L0 3= MikiCe 10515 322 385.87

o7 2 Guadalete 10533 344 37332
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Vida_Maldita held on for second place, just before WRmirekd, GREATSKUA and Rafa.
Congrats to all finishers. Thanks for a fun race and see you next time.

Zorba777



