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- WOoW! this was one of the best sailing I ever deone in SOL.

‘gt And this thanks to the challenging and changing wx along the route and to all

{
|

o the perscn that enter in this crazy long leg with a bocat.
And of course to the hard fight with Lolla, to nominate the biggest opponent.

i Lella sailed a superb legs, appling the sailing strategic manual te the letter,
| giving me only cne risky chance that turned well at the end.
zs So as I pick up him as my reference cppecnent I will menticn him mere than

o cthers.
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] The difference was made by the weather eveclution, with the cyclen in the middle
5 that influence all the decisicon before and after its passage.
N .
- - I not pretend tc make a complete analysis as there are excellet metecrolegist in
yé S0L, far better than me.
&

i As this was the last race valid for the Ocean champicnship a lot of boats, the
4 »Big's boat"“ were sailing covering each other giving free space to explore more
& cppertunity to the fleet.
N .
e General
o everyone was locking at the forecast for the west of indian ccean and scuth

- Arabian sea and planning where to cross the equator.
J{ Given the almost stable wind near the arabic peninsula twe big ideas were

{
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® pessible like explained in the cutlaw’s entry on the 3rd december in this bleg.
http://sclfans.crg/bleg/routing/example-capetown-abu-dabi/

N .
2 1- an approch from E going almest te India,locks preferred te me with the big
zs questicn mark: how far E?

7 2-follow a straight N course to reduce the distance (almost what the IRL boats
{' done)
:, it turn out a mix of course...
N .
" Router:
zs Router helped me a lot teo evaluate the different copticns from cone peint to

0 ancther in some minutes instead of deing hours of hand calceclation.

g‘ The challenge was really toc pick up the goed point to tell the software where I
<% want to go from where. Just used like a enhanced divider. I never let him choose

for me where to go. (you can easily found a SLI in this way....)
N .
;g The Leg was divided in 3 phases, each of them requiring a different approcach:
4
:” Start te Mauritius
Mauritius te Oman

W Gulf of Oman
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A Start to Mauritius-classic with surprize
almost classic start where all the big guys scramble Scuth without taking care
% 1 toc much about the rumbline.
=
ﬁﬁ I was persconally not so much cenvinced cof the situaticon as it looked too
‘f instable tc me just scuth of equater to guarantee a great 1lift te justify this.
£ So my strategy there was toc be north of the Big's pack toc have an exit strategy
¥ toward Mauritius if the things turns as I was expecting.
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23 And they did...
4
Lella, in red and me in blue, was (cone cf?) the first that break away and peint
= . to Mauritius direcly.
" - Lolla had a couple of miles advantage as I delayed my turn to N.
e Deadly errcr for me as he sailed in better pressure and angle all the way to
3? Mauritius.
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- Madagasikara
- Madagascar
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Ei At that time the storm was building, and the game develcopped in to be at the

|

o mark to cress the storm in time and beeing launched in the direction you want
after it.

W Midway almest half of the fleet was cutted away by a pression ridge that form a
| nice wall , for the cone that already passed it.
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Wé At this point Leolla had 20 miles on me.
S
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22 Mauritius to Oman - luck and strategy beat routing
%= . At this point the pack of the forerunner was reduced to about 20 boats leaded by
k= Lolla.
e basically 3 route toc cross the wall on the doldrum were possible
as l-geing W to catch the strong steady wind from NE sconer but having later 2000
j nm beating....
= 2-direct route toward N, bleccked at that time we were at Mauritius by a giant
> pressure ridge
! 3- geing E-NE using the fading cof the storm and the counterveortex from the
< Meonsun to cross the deldrum in some positicn coffshere of the Maldive toc have the
Wé better angle toward the gulf of Oman.
e (Pic from
- http://earth.nullscheoecl.net/#2014/11/28/1800Z /wind/surface/level/orthographic=58
‘gt .25,3.68,543 incredible toel to see the past wind!)
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: So for me was clear the option 3 was the only decable, so I pecinted NE
v & As I writing without the feedback of Lolla I can conly guess what he was
Wg doing...as I have done during the race.
;; Lolla decided for a very scenic variant geing to visit the Seychelles.
% Site sighting is always my preferred opticn on SOL when possible.
{t As side effect the separation between me and Lella increase up to about 200NM in
e NORTH directicn... At that time I was really wondering where Leolla was going as
it was clear (for me) that the conly route deable was at E (number 3)
= . Finally Leolla gybes and start teo cover me.. with a distance of 200NM, He was
- — fellowing the wall that was blocking us, in red, and I was peointing my target.
o
h? And to my disappeintment and surprise twe things happen.
£ First, the north route was open again straight to the finish and I was 150 miles
=¥ S of Lella.
G As to fellow him was net giving me any chance to pass , I kept going NE.
k- The routing software was not agreeing with that but any router is able to play
% strategy and see over 7 days... sc I simply disregarded it.
Wé Second surprise was that Lella was still cover me till he had little wind
S available and basically we approach the countervertex (in green in the picture)
i in the middle of the Arabian sea generated by the monsun on the cppeosite side.
] Lolla in red and me in blue.
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j This allow me to recover almost all the "latitude " gap I had at that time.
=¥ The forecast who will be first at Oman’s straight were 50/50
- The little shift(s) during the next 5 days give me and advantage of 2 hours at
- the end of this part that were fundamental for the final result.
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o Gulf of Oman - the Big Gamble
4{ two opticon were possible, crossing in the middle or chasing the Scuth coast
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® slowly...
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zs I was going for the first one when again the WX change, pushing me toward the
i coast and the S opticn was slighty advantaged (me in blue)
£ as the wind was vanishing geing E having 2 hours advantage was imply that I
e could not cover if some of the first 20 becat decide to gamble and take the North
route.
= . So I committed myself toc follow the coast. All the chasers feollow me, I was
F lucky again.
e The first one to take the North chance was Jepsocm, when I was already midway
sad near Muscat in the bigger hecle I have seen.
£ I deo not imagine what could have turn cut if somecne would have dene it 36 hours
"X A before. Just to give a try without guarantee.
N .
g Big guys always come back
A
e
‘f as the Gulf of Oman was a huge parking place, or swimm party due toc the slow
£ speed, a lot of boats complete the recovery taking indeed the North route...
"X A My fortune was that when the breeze built up again I had scome miles to
G administrate and the build up was uniform across the gulf.
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ot This was a leg played most at tattic and strategy level understanding the WX
i pattern and the position with the other beoats.
] Happy to not have tidal current yet, or we would have been all packed near
o Muscat washing up and down in 6 hours rythmus....
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zs Thanks toc my wife that let me play on SOL.
{' And to all of you that make the SOL’s community really special, see you next
e year.
= . Good wind
= Gilles / December 2014
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