RACE CLOSING METHODOLOGY PROPOSAL
Introduction :

Whilst it has been demanded that some practical rules are established as to race closure and notices , to somehow replicate IRL ,  it has also been mentioned that SOL should keep an element of flexibility as its own style . With good sense the two can be merged into something working and agreeable .

The main priorities are :

1 – Server safety is priority number ONE . Without it we do not have SOL any more .

2 – What is decided by the Solgods is law ( like IRL the race committee ) . They are only asked to NOT change a decision , once it is made and publicized , as many people might have made plans based on that decision .

3 – A rule is a rule . An exception can be made , in case of demand , provided it hurts less people than the number it satisfies , as democracy usually claims (
The proposed rules :

FLEET RACES

Race registration

I do not see any point in leaving registration open to a fleet race for ages after departure ( which sense ??? ) . Anyhow , as there are people who still like registering and departing one day later , and for very long races that might still have a sense , although not realistic , suggest that registration to a fleet race is closed 2 hours for every 100 miles after departure time ( e.g, race of 500 miles is left open for registration for 10 hours after departure time .)….Note : rounding to next full hour .
The formula can be changed …but believe that a transat of 2700 miles left open for registration for more than 2 days after departure should be fine …( may be too much )

Race closure ( client unaccessible )

IRL a maximum time to complete course is very often given . All boats arriving after such max time are ranked DNF . The amount of time is proportional to race length . Personally I would suggest that 20% more than winning boat is very fair ( eg: typical weekend race of 2 days would allow boats to arrive within some 10 hours from first boat to cross the line .) …on ocean races average 10 days we would add two days to the winner time . At closure all non arrived boats (normally the ones who have crashed against some mud ) are ranked DNF .

TIMED RACES

In the race notice an “INDICATION” should be given as “expected” time limit for registration . Should such indication be modified , then a 24 hours notice should be posted , with exception of protecting priority ONE .

The race should then be closed exactly with the same methodology as for fleet races , i.e. time of temporary winner at time of registration closure plus 20% . At closure all boats on the course will be ranked DNF and all boats at departing point will be ranked DNS as it is now .

Conclusion:

The numbers can be matter of lengthy discussion of course ……we all agree , I think , that it would be beneficial to everyone if we can plan our life and our races based on some knowledge of the planned mechanicals …….

Ciao ciao

WIN

