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Long, long ago, The Observer newspaper sponsored 

a Single-handed Transatlantic Ocean Race, 

conceived by WWII veteran “Blondie” Hasler, DSO, 

OBE. By the early 80s, what had originally been a 

race for amateur mavericks in sturdy monohulls had 

become a maxi multihull fest. The OSTAR became 

the CSTAR sponsored by Carlsberg, and the race 

split into two: a race for multihulls – mostly Tri 60s; 

and a race for monohulls – mostly Open 60s.  

But Hasler’s original concept lived on and in 2005, 

the OSTAR returned as The Original STAR, for yachts 

of up to 50ft. Repeating every four years, the typical 

entrant is a modified 35ft monohull. SOL’s OSTAR 

35 has a polar based on a mix of these types of 

yachts. Conceived in cooperation between SOLers 

76Trombones and Alabama Queen, SOL’s OSTAR 35, 

like the race, continues to go from strength to 

strength, as can be seen from the Racelist below. 
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