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Back in the early 1980s, Class 1, Two Ton Cup, Mini-

Maxi and Maxi yachts like Syd Fischer's Ragamuffin 

IV, Edmond de Rothschild's Gitana VII and Jim 

Kilroy's Kialoa V, all designed by Argentina's German 

Frers, regularly took line honours, corrected time or 

level rating victories around the World. 

These serial successes, less reliant on light 

displacement than some others, drove a growing 

popularity of Frers' designs for 30ft to 40ft cruiser 

racers. Thus when Janice and Barry Carroll founded 

Carroll Marine in Rhode Island in 1984, they were 

happy to acquire the rights to build a Frers 36 from 

Canadian builder Hinterhoeller. 36 foot was quite a 

bit of boat back then; so, two year later, Carroll's 

commissioned a 33 from Frers, of which ultimately 

fifty were built. Alas, Carroll Marine, like Hinter-

hoeler before them, have long ceased trading, but 

on SOL and IRL – she is a sturdy ship – the Frers 33 

sails on!   
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